














































1.2. Dublin Airport:  
Critical National Infrastructure

Strategic infrastructure 
1.2.1.  Dublin Airport is a key pillar of Ireland’s critical national  
infrastructure and a vital strategic asset. It enables trade, tourism, 
foreign direct investment and regional development. Furthermore, 
Dublin Airport facilitates over 35% of Ireland’s trade by value,  despite air 
freight comprising only c.1% of trade volume. 

1.2.2. Dublin Airport falls within scope of Ireland’s Critical Entities 
Resilience Framework Directive. Under this framework, Dublin Airport is 
designated as a critical infrastructure asset within the transport (air) 
sector. Furthermore, Dublin Airports status is confirmed across all levels 
of planning policy including the National Planning Framework, the 
National Development Plan, National Aviation Policy as well as regional 
and local planning and economic policy. As set out in the National 
Planning Framework, Ireland is “an island nation and a small open 
economy, [relying] heavily on international connectivity".
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National Economic Contribution 
1.2.3. Given its reliance on sectors of the economy that  
depend on high levels of connectivity, Ireland’s ability to  
continue to grow depends on robust, efficient air connectivity. Over the 
2015-23 period, between 40% to 50%  of gross  
value added (GVA) to the Irish economy was driven by growth 
in Foreign Owned Multinational Enterprise (MNE) dominated   sectors 
(pharmaceuticals, medical devices, electronics and  
IT services).  As set out in the most recent fiscal assessment  report by 
the Irish Fiscal Advisory Council, of the 500,000  
jobs created since early 2019, two thirds have been created  either in 
sectors dominated by Foreign Owned MNEs or the  
Irish State-see Figure 1 below.  
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